Disability Advisory Committee Meeting
Date: Thursday 16 April 2026
Time: 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
Location: Online

Chair: Karen Ford
Co-Chair: Mechelle Cheers
Attendees: Karen Ford, Mechelle Cheers, Greg Nicholls, Andrea Currie, Susan Abbey, Gregory Pratt, Narelle, Jodie (Rancare Connect), Monica Seal, Clara Maruzzi
Apologies: Sarah Alcock, Sharon Mason, Lauren Carlomagno, Cr Patrick Binyon, Cr Cam Williams, Chris Munro, Dee Davey, Sandra Oluich, Jim Daginadis, Daniel Laing, Jason Robinson
Guests: None
The meeting was recorded.
Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country
Karen Ford opened the meeting and acknowledged the Bunurong people as the Traditional Custodians of the land. Respect was paid to Elders past and present.
Karen welcomed members and noted apologies.
Updates from groups
· PACE update
Greg Nicholls shared an update from the Peninsula Advisory Committee for Elders (PACE).
PACE is now using the DAC action log template.
Key discussion points included:
Growing concerns about elder abuse and rising reports to police
Gaps in support for abuse that occurs outside family settings
Barriers that stop people from reporting abuse
The link between loneliness, disability and elder abuse
Resources discussed included Dementia Australia and the Office of the Public Advocate.
· Councillor update
No councillors were able to attend this meeting.
· True Advocacy Group
No update was provided as Daniel Laing was unable to attend.
· Community Wellbeing and Inclusion update
Monica Seal provided an update on behalf of Lauren Carlomagno.
Updates included:
The Coordinator role has now been filled permanently
Organisational changes are underway that may affect communications and engagement
Engagement work for the Gender Equality Action Plan is continuing

Review of previous minutes and action log
The minutes from the March 2026 meeting were confirmed with a small correction to the accessible version.
Moved: Narelle
Seconded: Jodie
Result: Everyone agreed
Monica provided an update on actions and access requests, including:
Inclusive play space discussions with Livvi’s Network
Ongoing work to improve access at Safety Beach
Updates to the Inclusive Events Guide following DAC feedback
Confirmation that DAC feedback was provided to the Road Safety Black Spot Program
Footpath access issues at Prince Street, Mornington
Concerns about vandalism and broken glass at bus stops and how to report issues

Correspondence and information shared
Members were advised about:
Disability Peer Support and Connections Program grant
Foundation Grants Program
Ventura Bus Lines accessibility app (Hailo) and online information sessions
Volunteer Recognition Lunch and confirmation that the May DAC meeting will not proceed
Mount Martha All Abilities Golf program
Sweltering Cities online symposium on heat and disability
Brotherhood of St Laurence webinar on thriving families and NDIS changes


Kerbside Waste Services Transition
Council shared information about proposed changes to bins and waste services due to State Government requirements.
Members discussed accessibility considerations, including:
Raised markers, tactile labels or Braille on bins
Clear, plain language information
Short instructional videos
Bin collection schedules that do not rely on colour alone
Members raised concerns about:
Extra bins in small properties
Impacts on people with limited mobility
Seasonal food and green waste issues
The practicality of a separate glass-only bin

DAC feedback will be shared with the project team. Council is also advocating to the State Government about removing the separate glass bin requirement.



DAC work plan discussion
Members discussed progress against the DAC work plan, including:
Sharing endorsed minutes and delegate reports
The need for earlier involvement in Council projects
Ongoing focus on meaningful employment in the next We All Belong Action Plan
Universal Design Policy review remaining a priority
Changing Places considerations within the Public Amenities Strategy
Members agreed that smaller working groups may help progress work between meetings.

Current projects
Members were reminded about the Kerbside Waste Services Transition consultation on Shape Our Future.
Meeting close
Karen Ford thanked everyone for their time and contributions.
The meeting closed at 3:00 pm.

Next meeting:
Optional Playspace and Outdoor Exercise Equipment consultation
Thursday 30 April 2026 (online)

Actions from this meeting
· Follow up with the Public Amenities Strategy project lead about Changing Places
· Share grant information with DAC members
· Share Playspace consultation link and information
· Confirm May meeting cancellation and June meeting date
· Provide accessibility feedback to the Kerbside Waste project team

