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1 OPENING AND WELCOME

Meeting opened at 6.30pm

Appointed Chairperson — Deputy Mayor, Cr Paul Pingiaro

1.1 Acknowledgement of Country
(Read by Cr Patton)

Mornington Peninsula Shire acknowledges the Bunurong people, who have been
the custodians of this land for many thousands of years; and pays respect to
their elders past and present. We acknowledge that the land on which we meet is
the place of age-old ceremonies, celebrations, initiation and renewal; and that
the Bunurong peoples’ living culture continues to have a unique role in the life of
this region.
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2 PROCEDURAL MATTERS

Present

Deputy Mayor, Cr Paul Pingiaro (Chairperson)
Cr Andrea Allen

Cr Stephen Batty

Cr Patrick Binyon

Cr David Gill

Cr Max Patton

Cr Bruce Ranken

Cr Kate Roper

Cr Michael Stephens

Cr Cam Williams

Ms Rebecca McKenzie, Municipal Monitor

Mr Mark Stoermer, Chief Executive Officer

2.1 Apologies
Mayor, Cr Anthony Marsh (Leave of Absence)

Ms Prue Digby, Municipal Monitor

2.2 Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest Pursuant to Sections 126 — 131 of the
Local Government Act 2020

Nil
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2.3 Confirmation of Minutes
RECOMMENDATION

That the Minutes of the previous Council Meeting held on 17 February 2026, be
confirmed.

COUNCIL DECISION

Moved: Cr Batty
Seconded: CrRoper

That the recommendation be adopted.

For: Cr Gill, Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon,
Cr Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against: Nil

Carried Unanimously

2.4 Councillor Briefing & Workshop Sessions
RECOMMENDATION

That Council receives and notes the record of:

1. Councillor Workshop Session for 3 February 2026
2. Councillor Briefing Sessions for 3 March 2026.
COUNCIL DECISION

Moved: CrPatton
Seconded: Cr Williams

That the recommendation be adopted.

For: Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon,
Cr Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against: Cr Gill

Carried
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2.5 Petitions and Joint Letters
RECOMMENDATION

That Council receives and notes the Petition on relating to traffic management on
Baden Powell Place.

COUNCIL DECISION

Moved: Cr Batty
Seconded: Cr Williams

That the recommendation be adopted

For: Cr Gill, Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon,
Cr Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against: Nil

Carried Unanimously
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2.6 Public Question Time

QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE

Transport to the Peninsula

Helen Gunn, a resident of Ashburton, asked the following question:

As my partner resides in Mount Martha, with reflection we often discuss
environment changes. During a discussion about commuting, we asked ourselves
“Why doesn't the state of Victoria support more railway journeys from Frankston,
through Mornington to Flinders? This will bring more people to these areas to
enjoy and improve wellbeing towards the ocean. Less cars on the road, people
can enjoy journeys and days out on a train.

Council advised that there is not currently a railway track that runs from
Mornington to Flinders. Bus services currently operate (791 and 782) from
Frankston via Hastings to Flinders. With 82% of the Peninsula not serviced by public
transport, the Shire has long advocated to the Victorian Government, on behalf of
the community, that there is a need for better public transport.

Shire advocacy has included rail electrification from Frankston to Hastings, given
the potential for growth, employment, housing and community amenity, as well as
increased Frankston to Hastings services on the Stony Point line. However,
significant funding is required from the Australian and Victorian governments for
electrification to progress.

The previous Better Buses Shire campaign successfully secured funding to deliver
a cross-Peninsula bus service from Hastings to Mornington, which is expected to
become operational mid-2026. This new service will improve transport options
and connect residents, businesses and visitors across the Peninsulag, reducing
reliance on travelling through Frankston.

The Shire continues to advocate for service reviews and better integration of
public transport, including more reliable, faster and frequent express bus routes
connecting our major towns to Frankston train station and peak period
frequencies of 15 minutes.

More information on our transport advocacy can be found on our website.
Mayoral Duties
Anja Ottensmeyer, a resident of Mount Martha asked the following question:

Could Council please explain why the position of Mayor has not been formally
vacated and stepped back to the role of Councillor during this period of leave? In
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particular, what governance considerations led to the decision for the Mayor to
retain the title while effectively stepping back from the role?

Council advised that section 20 of the Local Government Act 2020 sets out the
circumstances in which the office of Mayor becomes vacant. These include the
day the next Mayor is elected, the resignation of the Mayor, where the Mayor
ceases to hold office as a Councillor, where the Mayor’s office as a Councillor is
suspended or where the Mayor becomes ineligible to hold the office of Mayor
following a decision of an Arbiter or a Councillor Conduct Panel.

Public Question Guidelines
Anja has asked another question:

Council recently introduced new public question guidelines limiting questions
allowing the Mayor, Chair or CEO to refuse or summarise questions. What was the
governance rationale for these changes, and how will Council ensure they do not
restrict legitimate public scrutiny?

Council advised that the provisions relating to the number of questions that may
be submitted, and the ability for the Mayor/Chair or CEO to refuse or summarise
questions, have been in place for many years and were included in Council's
guidelines prior to 2010.

The only substantive change previously made occurred in 2021 during the
COVID-19 pandemic, when the requirement for members of the public to be
physically present at the Council Meeting to ask their question was removed and
the ability to submit questions with notice was implemented ensuring a
considered response could be provided at the Council Meeting for these
questions.

Public Repairing Roads
Andrew Race, a resident of Tootgarook asked the following question:

A Liberal party social media video shows MP Jess Wilson and newly converted
Liberal candidate Mr Anthony Marsh filling a pothole on a public roads with live
traffic.

Was this a council road, and what is councils position on members of the public
repairing roads?

Council advised based on our review of the location shown in the video, the road
is not managed by Council. It is understood to be a State managed road, which
falls under the responsibility of the Victorian State Government rather than
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council.
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In relation to the repair activity shown, it appears the pothole was filled with the
assistance and under the supervision of a road crew that is not known to be
associated with Council or our road maintenance contractor, Fulton Hogan.

Council does not support members of the public undertaking repair works on live
public roads. Road maintenance activities are typically carried out by trained
personnel under appropriate traffic management and safety controls to ensure
the safety of workers and road users.

If residents identify road hazards such as potholes on Council managed roads,
they are encouraged to report them through the Shire’s customer service
channels so they can be inspected and addressed by authorised crews in
accordance with the Road Management Plan.

For roads managed by the State Government, these matters should be referred to
VicRoads (Department of Transport and Planning), which is the relevant authority
responsible for their maintenance.

Media Engagement
Stephen Tweedly, a resident of Rosebud asked the following question:

On the back of council’s previous response regarding its decision not to engage
with STPL News due to Australian Press Council or ACMA oversight requirements,
has council or any councillor provided interviews, briefings or information to other
media organisations not subject to those same oversight bodies?

Council advised our media team regularly provides accurate and up-to-date
information to a range of media outlets to ensure the community is informed
about Council matters.

In the case referred to, Council’s decision related to concerns about editorial
practices and the absence of an external oversight or dispute resolution
mechanism through bodies such as the Australian Press Council or ACMA. Without
such a mechanism, there is limited ability to resolve concerns around matters
such as fairness, accuracy, attribution or the clear distinction between news and
opinion.

Council has indicated it is willing to respond to questions from this publisher
should they commit to operating in line with the same principles that guide
recognised industry standards.
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Councillor Allowance
Stephen, has asked another question:

Is Cr Anthony Marsh still receiving his Councillor allowance while on leave, and if
not, is that allowance currently being paid to Acting Mayor Cr Paul Pingiaro during
this period?

Council advised Councillor Anthony Marsh is not receiving his Councillor
allowance during this period of leave. The Deputy Mayor, while performing the role
of Acting Mayor, is receiving the equivalent of the Mayoral allowance

Communication with the Public
Helen Lord, a resident of Mount Eliza asked the following question:

Profiles for Councillors prior to their election refer to "Listening to ratepayers,
transparency, accountability and integrity”. Why has MPS Management not held
public consultation meetings or used comprehensive notifications to inform
thousands of residential and commercial ratepayers of proposed rate payment
changes which could detrimentally affect these ratepayers’ financial forecasting.

Council advised feedback has been sought on the rating strategy options through
a number of sources including online portal, social media campaigns, Shire wide
publications, media release and the opportunity for submitters to speak to their
submission with Councillors.

This engagement led to 489 online surveys and submissions, over 220
submissions in writing and two petitions.

This invaluable feedback then allowed officers to recommend three of the four
options which had greater than 60% support and not recommmend removing the
pay in full option which had greater than 60% against.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

The following questions were received without notice. Responses will be provided
to submitters and published on the Shire website.

Feedback for Western Port Bay
Dale Stohr, a resident of Crib Point asked the following question:

Will Mornington Peninsula Shire be providing stakeholder feedback on the Port of
Hastings Corporation's Draft 2055 Port Development Strategy’ by the closing date
on 31 March 2026 and include support for a Strategic Framework for the future of
Western Port Bay?
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Homelessness and affordable housing crisis
Fred Crump, a resident of Hastings asked the following question:

Since Federation we have had two wars, Prime Ministers, Deputy Prime Ministers,
Lord Mayors, Deputy Lord Mayors, Premiers, Mayors, etc. How come nobody from
the said mentioned and many more others have not solved the homeless,
affordable housing crisis?

The Deputy Mayor advised that Council continues to strongly advocate for
improved responses to homelessness across the Peninsula.

Yesterday provided a valuable opportunity for advocacy, with Councillors meeting
with departmental officials at the Southern Peninsula Crisis Centre. These
discussions were constructive and are considered a positive step toward
addressing homelessness and broader community crisis issues, which
consistently remain among the top priorities for our community.

Council is actively listening and responding to these concerns. Through the AAA
Housing Committee, long-term leases have been secured on nine parcels of
Council land to support housing outcomes.

In addition, a community forum was recently held in conjunction with the Walk In
Her Shoes exhibition, which was attended by approximately 450 people. Council
extends its sincere thanks to all community members who attended and
advocated on this important issue. The forum provided a valuable platform for
community voices and enabled direct engagement with the Minister for Housing
and Building, Minister Shing. As a result, the Minister has committed to further
discussions with Council, supporting continued advocacy at the State
Government level.

Council is also seeking approximately $650,000 in funding to support three
community support centres, which are undertaking significant work in assisting
vulnerable members of the community. Furthermore, four Council-owned sites
have been identified and are ready for development, which could deliver 22 crisis
and transitional housing units for women over 55.

Council is currently contributing approximately $1.2 million toward initiatives in this
space and remains committed to working in partnership with all levels of
government to deliver meaningful outcomes for the community.

Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 13
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3 COUNCILLORS AND DELEGATES REPORTS

Mornington Peninsula Cemetery Trust (Cr Roper)

Mornington Peninsula Friends of Lospalos (Cr Binyon)

Disability Advisory Committee (Cr Binyon)

Health and Wellbeing Committee (Cr Williams)

Mornington Peninsula and Western Port Biosphere Reserve Foundation
(Cr stephens)

Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 14
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4 MANAGEMENT REPORTS

OFFICE OF THE CEO

4.] 2025/2026 Mid-Year Reforecast
RECOMMENDATION
That Council:
1. Creates a waste reserve and allocates amount of $4,220,410.
2. Reduces 2025/2026 Deferred Borrowings forecast by $1,693,000.
3. Removes 2025/2026 Land Sales forecast of $7,244,337.
4. Closes the below capital projects:
a.  Rosebud Library Toilet Refurbishment.
b. Energy Efficient Pelican Park — Project did not receive a grant.
UPDATED RECOMMENDATION
That Council:
1. Creates a waste reserve and allocates amount of $4,220,410.
2. Reduces 2025/2026 Deferred Borrowings forecast by $1,693,000.
3. Removes 2025/2026 Land Sales forecast of $7,244,337.
4. Closes the below capital projects:
a. Rosebud Library Toilet Refurbishment.

Moved: Cr Stephens
Seconded: Cr Batty

That the updated recommendation be adopted.

For: Cr Gill, Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon,
Cr Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against: Nil

Carried Unanimously
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4.2 Rating Strategy Review
RECOMMENDATION
That Council:

1. Introduces of a new differential rate for retirement villages at 80% of the
general rate effective for the 2026-2027 financial year.

2. Changes from a single waste service charge for all rateable properties to a
two-tier waste charge for rateable properties with kerbside collection and
public cleansing charge for all rateable properties effective for the 2026-2027
financial year.

3. Introduces a rolling program to review all properties receiving the
agricultural differential rate every four to five years, commencing from the
2026-2027 financial year.

4. Retain the option for rates and charges to be paid in full in line with Local
Government Act 1989 section 167(2a).

Moved: Cr Allen
Seconded: Cr Williams

That the motion be voted on in parts.
That Council:

1.  Introduces of a new differential rate for retirement villages at 80% of the
general rate effective for the 2026-2027 financial year.

For: Cr Gill, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty and Deputy Mayor,
Cr Pingiaro

Against: Cr Stephens, Cr Binyon, Cr Patton and Cr Roper
Carried

2. Changes from a single waste service charge for all rateable properties to a
two-tier waste charge for rateable properties with kerbside collection and
public cleansing charge for all rateable properties effective for the 2026-
2027 financial year.

For: Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon, Cr
Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against: Cr Gill
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Carried

3. Introduces arolling program to review all properties receiving the
agricultural differential rate every four to five years, commencing from the
2026-2027 financial year.

For: Cr Gill, Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon,
Cr Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against: Nil

Carried Unanimously

4. Retain the option for rates and charges to be paid in full in line with Local
Government Act 1989 section 167(2a).

For: Cr Gill, Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon,
Cr Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro
Against: Nil

Carried Unanimously

Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 17
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4.3 Response to NOM 509 - Waiving of Rates
RECOMMENDATION

That Council waives the Council rates and charges for 2025-2026 financial year
from the 12 properties which were subject to Emergency Orders related to the
14 January 2025 landslide at McCrae requiring evacuation and the $41,724.35 is
funded in mid-year reforecast.

COUNCIL DECISION

Moved: Cr Patton
Seconded: CrBinyon

That the recommendation be adopted.

For: Cr Gill, Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon,
Cr Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against: Nil

Carried Unanimously
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4.4 Instruments of Appointment and Authorisation
RECOMMENDATION

1. That Council in the exercise of the powers conferred by section 224 of the
Local Government Act 1989 and the other legislation referred to in the
attached Instruments of Appointment and Authorisation (IAA), Council
resolves that:

A.  The members of Council staff referred to in Attachment 1 be appointed
under the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and the Land Act 1958.

B.  Theinstruments come into force upon the resolution of Council.
COUNCIL DECISION

Moved: Cr Allen
Seconded: Cr Batty

That the recommendation be adopted.

For: Cr Gill, Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon,
Cr Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against: Nil

Carried Unanimously
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4.5 Letters Under Seal - 2026 Australian Honours Recipients - Awarded on
Australia Day

RECOMMENDATION

That the Common Seal of the Mornington Peninsula Shire be affixed to the
documents described in the schedule of this report.

COUNCIL DECISION

Moved: Cr Roper
Seconded: CrPatton

That the recommendation be adopted.

For: Cr Gill, Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon,
Cr Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against: Nil

Carried Unanimously
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4 CHIEF OF STAFF

4.6 Quarterly Reports October-December 2025
RECOMMENDATION

That Council receives and notes the Community Report and Quarterly Financial
Report for October-December 2025 (Attachments 1and 2).

COUNCIL DECISION

Moved: Cr Gill
Seconded: Cr Williams

That the recommendation be adopted.

For: Cr Gill, Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon,
Cr Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against: Nil

Carried Unanimously
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4.7 Jet Ski Regulation Enforcement - Shire motion to MAV State Council, May
2026

RECOMMENDATION

That Council support submission of a motion to the Municipal Association of
Victoria (MAV) State Council meeting on 29 May 2026, to advocate for stronger
enforcement of personal watercraft (specifically jet skis) regulations by the
Victorian Government.

COUNCIL DECISION

Moved: CrGill
Seconded: CrBinyon

That the recommendation be adopted.

For: Cr Gill, Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon,
Cr Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against: Nil

Carried Unanimously
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ASSETS & INFRASTRUCTURE

4.8 Proposed Sale of Land - Part of 93 Watt Road, Mornington
RECOMMENDATION
That Council:

1. Notes that it has received, heard and considered the community’s feedback
(as noted in Attachment 2) in relation to its proposal to sell the Council
owned land at part of 93 Watt Road, Mornington.

2.  Commences the statutory procedures under part 4 of the Planning and
Environment Act 1987 and section 24A of the Subdivision Act 1988 to:

A.  Subdivide the land known as Reserve 1 on PS346179 at 93 Watt Road,
Mornington to create a new lot between the land at 8 and 10 Woodbyne
Crescent, Mornington (Lot 1) and retain the remainder of the land as a
reserve

B. Remove the reserve status from Lot 1.

3. Finalises the statutory procedures in accordance with the Local Government
Act 2020 to sell Lot 1 to the adjoining owner.

4.  Authorises the Manager - Assets, Buildings and Property to take all necessary
actions and execute all necessary documents including the Contract of Sale
and Vendor's Statement and section 173 Agreement (if applicable) to finalise
the sale of Lot 1 to the adjoining owner and to give effect to the following sale
of land conditions:

A. Lotlis rezoned to Neighbourhood Residential Zone prior to settlement
B. The removal of the reserve status from Lot 1

C. Vesting of alternate replacement public open space of at least the
same land area to the Council

D. Construction and delivery of the alternate open space including park
infrastructure in accordance with Council requirements

E.  Preserving existing high value vegetation

F.  All costs associated with paragraphs 4(A) to (D) above are borne by
the adjoining owner
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4.8 (Cont.)

5.  Notes the results of the community engagement process and resulting
decision will be published on Shape our Future.

Part B

That Council resolves that Attachment 3 to this report be retained as a
confidential item pursuant to section 3 (1) e of the Local Government Act 2020, as
it contains legal privileged information, being information to which legal
professional privilege or client legal privilege applies.

COUNCIL DECISION

Moved: Cr Roper
Seconded: Cr Stephens

That the recommendation be adopted.

For: Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon,
Cr Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against:Cr Gill

Carried
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4.9 Kerbside Waste Service Changes
RECOMMENDATION
That Council:

1. Continues working towards implementing a mandatory Food Organics and
Garden Organics (FOGO) service and the standardisation of bin lid colours in
line with the timelines set out in the draft Circular Economy (Waste Reduction
and Recycling) (Mandatory Service Provision and Other Matters) Regulations
2024.

2. Advises the State Government that due to the delayed release of the service
standards and the lead time required to introduce a dedicated glass service,
it is no longer able to comply with the draft deadline of 1 July 2027 to
introduce a glass service.

3. Advocate to remove the legislated requirement for a mandatory glass
service.

COUNCIL DECISION

Moved: Cr Roper
Seconded: Cr Allen

That the recommendation be adopted.

For: Cr Gill, Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon,
Cr Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against: Nil

Carried Unanimously
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PLANNING & LIVEABILITY

4.10 Stormwater Quality In-Lieu Contribution Scheme
RECOMMENDATION
That Council:

1. Endorses the Stormwater In-Lieu Contribution Scheme as a permanent
scheme.

2. Endorses a grant application being made to the State Government's
Integrated Water Management Grant program 2025- 2028 for $60,000 to
fund the detailed design of Water Sensitive Urban Design projects at Olympic
Park Recreation Reserve, Rosebud; Murrowong Reserve, Rosebud, and
Dromana Parade Reserve, Safety Beach.

3. If successful with the grant, commits $60,000 as a co-contribution to the
grant in the FY2026/2027 Council budget, from the Stormwater in -Lieu
Contribution Reserve.

COUNCIL DECISION

Moved: CrBinyon
Seconded: CrRoper

That the recommendation be adopted.

For: Cr Gill, Cr Stephens, Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon,
Cr Patton, Cr Roper and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against: Nil

Carried Unanimously
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COMMUNITIES

4.1 Aged Care Act 2024 - Overview of legislative requirements
RECOMMENDATION
That Council:

1. Notes the commencement of the Aged Care Act 2024 and the associated
obligations for Council as a provider and for Councillors, the Chief Executive
Officer, and relevant senior officers as responsible persons with a statutory
duty of due diligence.

2. Notes the progress to date on compliance implementation, including
registration, Code of Conduct integration, worker screening, whistleblower
and complaints processes, incident management, record-keeping, and
service documentation.

3. Notes that Councillors have undertaken education and training on their
responsibilities as responsible persons, including suitability assessments and
the Code of Conduct, and that Shire officers will continue providing updates
(including to the Audit and Risk Committee).

4.  Recognises the forthcoming Commonwealth Home Support Program (CHSP)
transition to Support at Home (no earlier than 1 July 2027) and the
requirement for further analysis of implications and options for Council’s
future role, to be considered through upcoming Councillor workshops and
reports.

COUNCIL DECISION

Moved: Cr Roper
Seconded: CrPatton

For: Cr Williams, Cr Allen, Cr Ranken, Cr Batty, Cr Binyon, Cr Patton, Cr Roper
and Deputy Mayor, Cr Pingiaro

Against: Cr Gill and Cr Stephens

Carried
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5 NOTICES OF MOTION
Nil.

6 URGENT BUSINESS
Nil.

7 CONFIDENTIALITEMS

Nil.
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8 MEETING CLOSE

As there was no further business, the meeting closed at 8.38pm.

Confirmed this 14*" day of April, 2026.

Deputy Mayor, Cr Paul Pingiaro, Chairperson - Council

Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
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